
William Thurley
(1818-1864)

His Offenses in Van Diemen’s Land1

Date Crime Place Sentence
20/10/1841 Absent without leave Rocky Hills Probation extended 1 month
3/1842 Behaviour good to middling
4/1842 Bad bricklayer
20/5/1842 Assaulting a fellow prisoner Probation extended 3 month
28/5/1842 Absent without leave Probation extended 3 month
13/6/1842 Absent without leave Probation  extended  12  month;  6 

months  of  which  in  chains  & 
recommend to send to Pt Arthur

26/8/1842 Misconduct-in abstracting a loaf 
of bread from the cookhouse

3 days solitary

18/8/1842 Insolent to an Assistant 
Superintendent

Probation extended 1 month

5/9/1842 Misconduct-in endeavouring to 
break out of the cells

Dismissed 

9/9/1842 Disobedience of orders in being 
near the cookhouse

Probation extended 6 month

28/10/1842 Misconduct-attempts to obtain 
cask of nails belonging to the 
Royal Engineers Department

3 days solitary

11/1842 Quiet
13/7/1843 Misconduct-losing or making 

away with his shirt
7 days solitary

1/1844 Good
2/1844 Good
7/2/1844 Misconduct-having flour 

improperly on his person
5 days solitary

13/11/1844 Misconduct-losing or making 
away with his Government 
blanket

Admonished 

10/6/1845 Misconduct-having a … of … in 
his presence

4 days solitary

10/12/1845 Larceny Discharged
Emerged from gang 3 July 1846

30/12/1846 Buckland
1846 M Ratcliff-Spring Bay
8/4/1847 Edward Moles; Argyle St, 

Hobart
10/12/1847 Larceny Discharged
22/12/1847 Edward Moles; Argyle St, 

Hobart
27/2/1848 Robert Meikle; Harrington 

St, Hobart (builder)
28/2/1848 Edward Moles; Argyle St, 

Hobart
6/4/1848 Under the influence of liquor and 

then creating a disturbance, also 
refusing to give his name

Edward Moles; Argyle St, 
Hobart

Imprisoned  3  months  with  hard 
labour 

6/6/1848 ...  after hours 2 months Imprisonment with hard 
labour



26/9/1848 Ebanezer Simms; Argyle 
St, Hobart

10/10/1848 Edward Moles; Argyle St, 
Hobart

7/11/1848 S Glen; Bridgewater
30/12/1848 Misconduct-will not entering into 

the service of W Walker after 
having hired with him and 
making away with a letter given 
him for the Deputy Constable 

Buckland 3 months hard labour

1/1/1849 George Stokell; Clarence 
Plains (farmer)

29/3/1849 Edward Moles; Argyle St, 
Hobart

5/4/1849 J Walker - Hobart
12/12/1849 Absconding J Walker - Hobart 6 months Imprisonment with hard 

labour
17/12/1849 John Hurst- surveyor
13/2/1851 Joseph Sutton, Argyle 

Street, Hobart
20/2/1851 George Flaxmore-Sandy 

Bay
29/5/1851 J B Crowder-Pittwater 

John Minnis, Liverpool St, 
Hobart

2/6/1851 Leaving his gang without 
permission and going to a public 
house

Royal Engineers 
Dept-Hobart Town

3 months Imprisonment with hard 
labour

1/9/1851 Engineers Dept., 
Barracks Road, Hobart

23/10/1851 Drunk 14 days solitary
15/12/1851 Drunk 4 months hard labour
10/2/1853 Drunk 3 months hard labour
19/4/1852 John Abbott, Davey St, 

Hobart
20/7/1853 Frankly absconding 9 months hard labour
25/7/1853 Marriage Permission 

approved to marry Emma 
Mason, a free woman

Ticket to Leave 19 September 1854
5/10/1854 Drunk Fined 5/-
14/3/1855 Marriage Permission 

approved to marry Emma 
Mason, a free woman

14/4/1855 Misconduct-representing himself 
to be free

3 months hard labour

22/8/1855 Obtaining goods 2 quarts of 
beer under false pretences

3 months hard labour

16/9/1861 Failing to attend Muster Apprehended by PC Catton, New 
Norfolk

Convict pardon approved 13 Oct 1863


